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Conference

11-12 November 2010
India-EU and Member States Partnership for a Strategic Roadmap in Research and Innovation 


Focal theme: Water and Bioresources Related Challenges
Hotel The Claridges, Surajkund, Delhi, NCR

www.claridges.com 



Objective of the conference
The conference will mobilise research and innovation stakeholders and policy makers to examine how India and the EU and Member States can work together more effectively on international research and innovation cooperation. It will take stock of good practices in bilateral and multilateral cooperation between India and the EU/ Member States, identify what needs to be done to build on the best schemes, join forces to tackle major societal challenges and reduce inefficiencies due to overlap, duplication and lack of information on priorities and on-going cooperation activities.

The conference will examine ideas and recommendations (a blueprint) for a strategic India-EU/ Member States science, technology and innovation roadmap for:

· Joint solutions to major societal challenges, such as the provision of drinkable and affordable water.

· More efficient use of existing and future available funds, resources and instruments for India-EU and Member States coordinated priority setting and action. 
· More effective and coordinated India-EU and Member States research and innovation activities.

In the longer term this strategic roadmap should contribute to establishing a comprehensive and coherent India-EU and Member States dialogue to implement coordinated and joint actions based on complementarity and synergy. 
Political context
The need to promote a clear and strong European dimension across various S&T cooperative actions with India and establishment of a critical number of joint EU-India nodes for networking innovation systems in different regions of India and Europe was already stressed at the first India-EU Ministerial Science Conference in February 2007, and in 'The New Delhi Communiqué'' which was issued on that occasion. The EU-India Summits in Marseille in September 2008 and in New Delhi in November 2009 made further progress in EU-India cooperation by expressing the need to focus on major global challenges and sustainable development. 
The new European Partnership for International Science and Technology Cooperation launched in 2008 aims at develop greater coherence in terms of cooperation between the EU and Member States on the one hand and major strategic partner countries worldwide. A Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC), composed of high level representatives of the European Commission and the Member States, has been set up to steer the implementation of this new EU and its Member States partnership. It has chosen India as strategic partner country with which to start implementing its first pilot initiative, focusing on water-related challenges.

Europe and India working together 

The European Union and many of its Member States have long-standing bilateral science and technology cooperation with India
. From 2000 onwards many bilateral agreements have been signed or renewed by several EU Member States and the EU with India, with newly established joint steering committees, councils or similar bodies. These well established bilateral and multilateral frameworks provided the basis for SFIC to propose India as a strategic partner country and to design a pilot initiative with the objective of implementing mutually beneficial coordinated and joint cooperation activities.
Research cooperation is embedded in a broad spectrum of activities ranging from basic and applied research to innovation, combining public and private efforts to establish a relationship between science and technology (S&T) and industrial clusters in India and Europe. India cooperates with the EU and many Member States individually on the same research areas: food/agriculture/biotechnology, health research, water research, marine science and technology, environment/energy/climate change, and ICT. This orientation has recently put an increased emphasis on the dynamics of S&T cooperation on both sides. 
Where a collective response to major societal challenges promises the best results a more coordinated approach will benefit European and Indian partners by agreeing common interests and mutual benefit, identifying excellent human S&T resources and capacity and avoiding duplication of activity.

Both in Europe and in India we are confronted with water-related challenges. The growing scarcity of water resources is considered a major impediment to sustainable development, wealth creation, global human health and the eradication of poverty.

The European Commission and the EU Member States together with the Indian Government have identified water-related challenges as the initial overarching theme offering real potential for mutually beneficial cooperation. It reflects the experience of the EU in focusing on a few major societal challenges and in underpinning the EU's overall political objective of sustainable development. India has a specific technology mission launched in April 2009: ‘Winning, Augmentation and Renovation (WAR) for Water’ with 26 activities in 7 research packages to identify viable solutions to solve the problem of water scarcity in the country at affordable cost
. In 2000 the EU issued a directive establishing a framework for action in the field of water policy, with particular regard to the protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater. 

As an overarching theme water related challenges, combines a broad spectrum of science, technology and innovation streams. As such it encompasses, in addition to water research, technology and applications, a broad range of research areas such as environment, health, food, agriculture, biotechnology, energy, etc. Climate change, for example, has a major impact on water resources, water systems, and water availability. Effective food security depends to a large extent on the sustainable management of water, and water is essential for public health . At the same time the demand for clean water is growing rapidly through urbanisation, population increase, rising income and economic growth. 

The conference will address some of these aspects and give participants the possibility to identify ongoing research and future research needs, illustrate strengths of existing centres of excellence, research teams and/or deployment solutions, and discuss the tools, applications and resources needed to provide a coherent collective response. 

In addition to the more topical focus on water-related challenges, the conference will address other areas of current and potential cooperation between Europe and India. 

Concurrent sessions will be dealing with biomasses, biowastes, agricultural production and bioenergy. The aim of the sessions is to discuss the state-of-the-art on biotechnological approaches for biobased materials production, biorefineries, and sustainable conversion of biowastes. Key actors will identify the main S&T trends and explore potential opportunities to develop international collaboration between India and Europe. These sessions will also contribute to building an EU-India Partnering Initiative in biomasses/bio-waste/bio-energy, as a pilot model for broad and systematic collaboration between European and India R&D programmes in these areas. Links with the European technology Platforms and to relevant international initiatives will be discussed. Conference participants will be informed of the opportunities offered by this new initiative and will be able to discuss how it can be implemented and developed in the future.
The conference will also be the occasion for showcasing best practices of bilateral, multilateral, EU institutional entities and schemes supporting Europe-India research and innovation cooperation, including the ERA-Net schemes. Several Member States have established bi-national research promoting entities, laboratories or similar institutional settings with India based on bilateral agreements at the level of Government or research organisations. Opening such bilateral arrangements for researchers of other EU Member States would bring a real European dimension into the bilateral cooperation. India could serve as a model region to implant and develop this approach. 

Innovation aspects will not only be mainstreamed throughout the conference, they will also be addressed in specific sessions.

Strengthening Europe as a knowledge and innovation based economy is a priority on the European Union’s policy agenda - ‘Europe2020’. The launch of the Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative Innovation Union, in October 2010 will contribute to its achievement. As competition for knowledge and markets is becoming ever more global, the international dimension of research and innovation will play an important part in implementing this priority. The research-innovation nexus is therefore strategically important when designing future international cooperation strategies with key partner countries. Innovation is also a key priority on India's political agenda. India has recently proclaimed 2010-2020 as the decade for innovation. Europe and India need to take advantages of these developments, and find means and ways to better connect and interface their respective objectives and strengths. The active participation of different innovation drivers of the EU  and the Member States in the design and implementation is essential. In particular by providing input on their priority areas linked to innovation and their current instruments applied to stimulate the research-innovation axis, and by making proposals for concrete cooperation activities. 
Conference Outline

The conference structure will include plenary and concurrent sessions where participants can interact, discuss and learn about new developments (research challenges, strategic directions, core development as well as deployment of existing products and services) in individual countries, in research programmes/projects, and in companies. It will allow for European and Indian actors to participate and reflect upon each others’ priorities and interests in a perspective of a more coordinated approach.

Concurrent sessions will showcase important ongoing initiatives in the field of water-related challenges and beyond, both in Europe and in India, including the European Technology Platforms. The Europe-India innovation nexus and relevant socio-economic aspects will be mainstreamed. 
Participants will identify common S, T & I challenges and needs, illustrate the state of play of current India-EU and Member States S&T cooperation and innovation activities. They will present existing competence and/or deployment solutions (strengths and/or centres of excellence, research teams, innovation hot spots, etc.)

All sessions will use multi-disciplinary contributions to consider how science, technology, innovation, socio-economic impact, as well as existing successful bilateral and multilateral activities combine to create the most favourable conditions for tackling our major societal challenges together.  

Thematic focus of the concurrent sessions:
· Sessions on water quality and health challenges (A1, A2 and A3) will cover topics related to the supply of drinkable water, water related diseases, water and living conditions.

· Sessions on water supply, re-use and environment challenges (B1, B2 and B3) will focus on resource management, climate change, water and agriculture.

· The new Partnering Initiative on biomasses/biowastes, agricultural production and bio-energy will be covered in sessions C1, C2 and C3. . 

· Sessions D1, D2 and D3 will not have a thematic focus but explore how to add a European dimension to established bilateral, multilateral institutional entities and schemes supporting Europe-India research and innovation cooperation, including the ERA-Net scheme. 

Expected deliverables:

· Examine what India and the EU and Member States could do better together to find the most efficient, sustainable and affordable solutions to major societal challenges and the type of collaborative or institutional instruments best suited for this purpose. Results will be included in the India-EU/Member States partnership matrix

· Proposing concrete India-EU and Member States coordinated cooperation opportunities/mechanisms (policies, strategies, actions and resources) to be included in the strategic India -EU and Member States Roadmap for research and innovation.
· A joint statement on the outcomes of the India-EU/Member States conference will be issued and co-signed during the closing session.
Participants
The conference will bring together policy makers, programme owners from research and innovation agencies, managers of joint centres, representatives from academia and industry, knowledge transfer organisations, innovation clusters, technology platforms and researchers to provide a multi-disciplinary perspective which spans research, technology, innovation, and economics relevant to both India and Europe.
An exhibition space will be arranged at the conference venue where participating organisations can showcase their programmes and initiatives
Organisers
This conference is organised jointly by: 

· the European Commission (DG Research and DG Enterprise and Industry) and Member States of the European Union within the context of the ongoing activities of the Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC), and with the support from the Delegation of the European Union to India and Embassies of the EU Member States to India. 
· the Indian Ministry for Science and Technology  
Coordinator: Department of Science and Technology. 

Other Partnering Ministries/Departments: Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR), Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD), Ministry of Rural Development (Dept. of Drinking Water and Sanitation DDWS), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoH&FW), Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Department of Scientific & Industrial Research (DSIR), Ministry of New and Renewable Energy Sources (MNRE) and Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoEs)

Background documents
· Strategic European Framework for International Science and Technology Cooperation
· India Pilot Initiative Concept Paper
· Technology Mission: War For Water (web site)
· War for Water Plan Document
On line conference registration for invited participants

Participation in the conference is by invitation only. Invited participants are kindly requested to register for the conference at the following web site: 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fmi/scic/EUIndia10/start.php
For further information please contact:

Mr. Diego Sammaritano

Policy Officer

Directorate General for Research

European Commission

diego.sammaritano@ec.europa.eu
Mr. Philippe de Taxis du Poet

Head of Science Section

Delegation of the European Union to India

philippe.de-taxis-du-poet@ec.europa.eu 

Ms. Sadhana Relia,

Adviser International Cooperation Division 

India Department of Science and Technology

srelia@nic.in 

Contact for logistics

Ms. Nora Csanyi or Ms. Catherine Daguet

European Commission - DG SCIC.D.1 – CHAR 01/087 – 1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: SCIC-Conf-India-Pilot-Initiative@ec.europa.eu
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	Wednesday, 10 November

	20:00
	Welcome reception for all participants , informal networking


	Thursday, 11 November 

	9:00 - 10:00
	Registration



	10:00 - 11:30
	OPENING PLENARY SESSION

Welcome speech: 

· Mrs. D. Smadja, Ambassador of the European Union to India 

Keynote speeches: (all speakers are tbc)
· Mr. A.K.Bajaj, Chairman Central Water Commission (CWC) India/ alternatively M.E Haque, Commissioner PP, Ministry of Water Resources

· Mr. R.-J. Smits, Director General for Research, European Commission

· Mr. V. Rieke,  Chair Strategic Forum for International Cooperation (SFIC)
· Mr. D. Gupta  Secretary Ministry of New & Renewable Energy / alternatively Dr. M.K. Bhan Department of Biotechnology India


	11:30 - 11:45
	Break

	11:45 - 13:00
	PLENARY SESSION - Setting the scene

· Mike Farrimond, Chair of the Board of the Water Supply and Sanitation Technology Platform (WssTP)

· Tom Vereijken, Chairman European Water Partnership 

Feedback from the EU/DST Water Workshop on 9-10 November in Bangalore
· Mr. A. Tilche, , European Commission, Directorate General for Research and Mr S.Bajpai  India Department Science and Technology 
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13:00 – 14:15
	Buffet networking lunch

	Concurrent

sessions
	Focal theme:

Water quality and health challenges
	Focal theme:

Water supply, reuse and environment
	Focal theme: 
The EU-India Partnering Initiative
	Focal theme: 
India-EU/MS collaboration initiatives and frameworks 

	14:30 - 16:30
	A1 Supply of drinkable water
	B1 Water supply/resource management
	C1 Agricultural production
	D1 Fostering the Europe-India Innovation nexus

	16:30 - 16:45
	Break



	16:45 - 18:45
	A2 Water related diseases
	B2 Water and Climate Change
	C2 Biomasses/biowastes
	D2 Multilateral EU-India research and innovation initiatives

	20:00
	Dinner Reception for all participants 
Venue: Hotel The Claridges Surajkund



	                        Friday, 12 November

	                       Concurrent

                       sessions continued

	10:00 - 12:00
	A3 Water and living conditions
	B3 Water and agriculture
	C3 Bio-energy
	D3 Bilateral institutional entities and schemes 
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12:00 - 13:00
	Buffet networking lunch



	13:00 - 15:00


	Concluding plenary session: the  way forward 
Steered by:
· Mr. T. Ramasami, Secretary Department of Science and Technology, Governement of India
· Mr. R.-J. Smits, Director General for Research, European Commission

· Mr. V. Rieke, Chair Strategic Forum for International Cooperation (SFIC)
Report back/recommendations from the concurrent sessions by India-European Co-Chairs
Panelists from India: (tbc)

· Mr A.K. Bajaj, Chairman Central Water Commission

· Mr M.E. Haque, Commissioner PP, Ministry of Water  Resources

· Mr T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, Joint secretary Department of Drinking water and sanitation

Panelists from Europe:

Representatives of Member States (tbc)


	15:00
	Signature of statement on conference outcomes for a :

India-EU and Member States Partnership for a Strategic Roadmap in Research and Innovation 

	15:15 – 16.00
	Flow of people – flow of knowledge:

Launching the network of European researchers working in and commuting to India (Euraxess Links India)

	16:00
	Closing reception


� Reports of the CREST OMC Working Group are available at �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?lg=en&pg=initiatives"�http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?lg=en&pg=initiatives�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dst.gov.in/scientific-programme/tm-index.htm" ��http://www.dst.gov.in/scientific-programme/tm-index.htm�
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